
In Jamaica, persons accused of certain criminal 
acts, are judged by a jury of their peers. This was 
inherited from the British jurisprudence. 
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What is a Jury? 
A jury is a group of persons drawn from civil society and 

who brings their commonsense, experience and wisdom 

into the matter of determining the guilt or innocence of a 

fellow citizen.  

 

It is believed that jurors 

understand the nuances and 

idiosyncrasies of their society 

and bring to bear on a trial 

their collective experiences.  
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Persons under 18 

years of age or over 

the age of 70 

A person who is not a 

Commonwealth 

citizen 

A person awaiting trial 

in the Resident 

Magistrate or Circuit 

Court for an indictable 

offence i.e. serious 

offences such as 

murder, shooting with 

intent and unlawful 

wounding, but not 

offences such as 

traffic violations 

Persons serving or 

who have served a 

sentence of 

imprisonment of more 

than six months 

Who is disqualified 

from Jury Duty? 

Excuses from Jury 

Service 

Jurors can be excused from 

attendance at Court on the 

ground of illness, or  for any 

other good reason 

Important Facts to Know 

1. When you are a juror 

nobody should approach 

you out of court to discuss 

the case with you. If 

anyone attempts to do this, 

you should inform the 

Judge or someone in 

authority. 

2. Nobody should in any way 

seek to influence you as to 

what verdict you should 

arrive at. No relative or 

friend of the person being 

tried should approach you 

to say anything. 

3. Nobody has a right to ask 

you what was said in the 

jury room by anyone when 

you have already 

considered the verdict.  

4. Nobody should threaten 

you or intimidate you in any 

way when you are a juror. If 

anyone does, he/she could 

go to prison for a long time. 

You are also protected 

from threats or violence 

after the case. The State 

has an obligation to protect 

every person who serves 

as a juror. 



Jury Role in Coroner’s Court Compiling the 
Jury List 

The Director of Elections periodically sends an updated 

Voters List for each of the parishes to the 

Superintendent of Police in charge of each parish 

The Superintendent then sends a copy of the list to the 

Resident Magistrate for the parish who is the Chief 

Judicial Officer in the parish 

The Resident Magistrate gives notice of a special sitting 

of the Court in Petty Sessions to be held on the third 

Thursday in the month of May when the Voters List is 

examined by him/her, along with two or more Justices 

of the Peace nominated by the Custos. At the public 

hearing anyone may object to the inclusion of a person 

on the list of jurors that is being compiled. For example, 

the Police Superintendent may inform the Court that a 

person on the Voters List has died or is incarcerated in 

prison for a long period of time. That name would be 

excluded from the Jury List. 

On the third Thursday in  August, the Final Settlement 

is held to finalize the Jury List. This list will be the one 

used. 

Finally, this Jury List is sent to the Registrar of the 

Supreme Court and a copy is kept by the court for the 

parish. The law prohibits alteration of the Jury List 



Jury Panel Selection Process 


